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Pulpit Paragraphs
)Pulpit 1:  “96%”
Before you leave today, I’d like you to commit to memory one number:  96%. Care Net Pregnancy Centers of Puget Sound provide first trimester ultrasounds to thousands of pregnant women considering abortion.  When these women see the beginnings of little fingers and toes, hear their child’s heartbeat, 96% choose to bring the baby into the world.  More importantly, these women are not left alone with just the satisfaction of “choosing life.”  Care Net and their network of partners provide them with entirely free counseling, medical care, maternity homes, day care services and adoption services – for as long as the support is needed.  

Seeing a need, and a means to unite people to promote a culture of life, a few of our parishioners banded together to form the only charity of its kind in the world.  4US began in 2005 as a means to raise money to provide ultrasound machines to Christian pregnancy centers that provide entirely free, non-coercive support.  4US stands for “ 4 UltraSound”; on SATURDAY JULY 30th they will host their annual bike ride, run, walk and family fun festival in Fort Steilacoom Park in Lakewood.  You can read more about them in the bulletin or register for the event at one of the tables in the gathering space.  I strongly encourage you to consider supporting this homegrown ministry by spending a couple hours having fun with your family on SATURDAY JULY 30th. Dramatically reducing the number of abortion is as easy as a walk in the park.

Now for the quiz:  What percentage of pregnant women in crisis chose motherhood and received entirely free support at Care Net Pregnancy Centers of Puget Sound last year? 

Very good.  Now I’d like 96% of you to register for this beautiful life-affirming event.  I expect the other 4% to volunteer   


Pulpit 2:  “The politics of Abortion”
This country is torn asunder regarding “the politics of abortion.” Some of you may feel one way about this issue, others may feel another – one thing is certain; 100% of you have strong feelings.  Pro-life advocates are sometimes accused of caring more for – a quote – “bunch of cells” -- than the baby and its mother.  Pro-choice advocates believe abortion should be “safe, legal & rare.”  Last week I mentioned a charity that got its start right here in Tacoma.  4US transcends politics by uniting people of good will on common ground.  4US provides ultrasounds to centers that provide entirely free services to mothers & their babies for as long as the support is needed. 

In the past five years, 4US provided 15 new machines to centers throughout Washington state.  Each machine – will result in 2,000 choices for life.

The power of ultrasound illuminates hope for so many of these pregnant women in crisis.  The ultrasound machine informs a woman’s choice and connects her, tangibly, to the shared journey of motherhood:  a journey shared by the mother, her baby and the providers of free services at Care Net Pregnancy Centers.  

Now I know that all of you already registered to Ride, Run or Walk for Ultrasound last week   But just in case you missed it – I highly encourage you to donate a couple hours of family fun time on SATURDAY JULY 30th at Fort Steilacoom Park in Lakewood. It will only take you 2 minutes to register your whole family in the gathering space or online.  Your gift of 2 minutes spent today will echo into eternity
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